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Be a Friend: Anti-Bullying Black Light Puppetry 
 

Jean Kuecher                              Performance  
                                                   Grades PK - 5 
ABOUT THE PERFORMANCE: 
Four colorful stories empower students in life skills and lessons. Through this interactive performance a 
colorful mix of characters reinforce the educational lessons. Swimmy is responsible and helps his friends 
to be safe. The Lion and the Mouse respect each other and The Billy Goats Gruff learn to share. The 
Three Little Pigs care for each other and show courage and self-confidence. Choose to be a friend and 
good citizen, avoid being a victim and help stop bullying. 
 
 
TEKS (Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills):                                                         

Gr Theatre Lang 
Arts 

Social 
Studies 

Health 
 

The Students Will: 
* Develop concepts about self, human relationships, and the 
  environment using elements of drama and conventions of 
  theatre. 
* Respond to and evaluate theatre and theatrical performances. 
* Interpret characters using the voice and body expressively and 
  create dramatizations. 
* Write stories and poems that express their ideas and feelings  
  about real or imagined people, events, and ideas. 
* Use problem-solving and decision-making skills, working 
  independently and with others, in a variety of settings. 
* Describe how decisions can be reached and problems can be  
  solved. 
* Use social skills for building and maintaining healthy 
  relationships. 
* Demonstrate healthy ways to communicate consideration and  
  respect for self, family, friends, and others. 

PK  
 

IV.D I.C  

K 
 

K.1, K.2, 
K.5 

K.14 K.16 K.3, K.9 

1 1.1, 1.2, 
1.5 

1.18 1.19 1.3, 1.9 
 

2 2.1, 2.2, 
2.5 

2.18 2.20 2.10, 2.11 
 

3 3.1, 3.2, 
3.5 

3.18 3.19 3.9, 3.10 
 

4 4.1, 4.2, 
4.5 

4.16 4.23 4.9, 4.10 
 

5 5.1, 5.2, 
5.5                     

5.16 5.26 5.6, 5.9 

 
STAAR (State of Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness): 

 
Academic Vocabulary: 
Anti-bullying Opposed to or acting against bullying. 
Black Light Invisible, ultraviolet light that causes fluorescent materials to emit visible light. 
Bullying Repeated verbal, physical, social, or psychological behavior that is harmful and 

involves the misuse of power by an individual or group towards one or more people. 
Care Things that are done to keep someone healthy, safe, and in good condition. 
Good Citizen Someone who respects others and their property. 
Conflict Problems that are faced in daily life through which a person learns to negotiate and 

build relationships. 
Courage The strength of mind and spirit to carry on in spite of danger or difficulty. 
Empathy The ability to share someone else’s feelings. 
Fluorescence Extremely bright or glowing. 
Friend A person that you like and enjoy being with. 
“I-Message” Sentences that start with “I” to help us solve problems. 

Writing Grade 4 Reporting 
Category 1 

The Students Will: 
* Demonstrate an ability to compose a variety of written texts with a 
  clear, central idea; coherent organization; sufficient development; and 
  effective use of language and conventions. 
 



  CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS GUIDE 
Jean Kuecher 
Performance 

 

Young Audiences of Houston; Arts for Learning             © 2023 Young Audiences of Houston 
675 Bering Drive, Suite 300, Houston, Texas 77057   Scheduling: 713.520.9264 Fax: 713.552.0612  www.yahouston.org       

I feel ______ when you _________ because _________ and I want _______. 
 

Joking Something said or done to create humor and fun; usually happens between friends 
and is reciprocal. 

Neon A type of gas that is used in brightly colored electric signs and lights. 
Problem Something that is difficult to deal with. 
Puppeteer A person who manipulates puppets in a puppet show. 
Respect A feeling or understanding that someone or something is important or serious and 

should be treated in an appropriate way. 
Responsible Able to be trusted to do what is right or to do things that are expected or required. 
Safe Freedom from harm or danger. 
Self-Confidence Belief in yourself and your abilities. 
Share To let somebody use something that is yours. 
Solution Successful action of solving a problem. 
Tattling Telling on someone to get them in trouble. 
Teasing To make fun of someone playfully. 
Telling To get help when you or someone you know is being hurt. 
Understanding Showing compassion or sympathy for another person. 
Victim A person who is harmed by another person. 
 
CLASSROOM CONNECTIONS: 
Before the residency: 
• Find out what students already know about neon, black light and fluorescence. Discuss. 
• Find out students' experiences with creating hand puppets. 
• Make a T-Chart on the chalkboard labeled Conflicts and Resolutions. Think about the stories that you 

have read in class this year and identify the conflicts and the resolutions in these stories. Using 2 
colors of sticky notes, write down problems on one color sticky note, and write the solutions on the 
other color sticky note.  Post your sticky notes on the T-Chart in the appropriate column. Discuss. 

 
After the residency: 
• Reflect on the favorite parts of the workshop by writing, drawing, singing, acting, or dancing. 
• In small groups, brainstorm ways to resolve conflicts in your own lives. Capture your brainstorming on 

a graphic organizer.  Post it in your classroom and share it with your classmates. 
 

 
Language Arts:  
 

• Write a positive message that you learned in the performance on a sentence strip.  Staple or glue 
all students’ sentence strips together. Hang this “Positive Message Chain” in your classroom. 
 

§ Create puppets and a puppet show about “Tattling or Telling,” with the message that it is okay to 
tell an adult if someone is being bullied. Perform it for your class. 
 

• Fairy Tale Conflict - Fairy Tales are filled with conflict. In small groups, select your favorite Fairy 
Tale and brainstorm ways to convince the characters to work together to solve their problems in 
ways that would benefit all of the characters. Record your ideas in a graphic organizer and report 
your win-win solutions to the class. 

 
• Create an individual or class poem or song, entitled “Building Peace.” The poem or song  can 

address: 
ü What is peace?  
ü Where is peace? 
ü How can I inspire peace?  
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ü How can I build peace in my school? 
 

• Create a Kid’s Lifeline Box and “I Need Help” index cards. Students in your class can write down 
problems on the cards and put them in the Lifeline Box.  Be sure to include a place for student’s 
name and teacher’s name. Give the Lifeline Box to your teacher or to your counselor. 

 
• Create Finger Puppets of characters in stories and act out the main events and conflicts.  

 
• Make Paper Bag Puppets to summarize or retell a nonfiction selection.   

 
• Write a short story about a time you felt really angry because someone was bullying you or about 

someone you know who was being bullied. How did you work this out?  

 
• Write a story to help your classmates and younger students realize the importance of speaking 

out against bullying entitled “I Used to be a Bully ….But I Stopped!.” 
 

• Make a 6-Door Flip Book about You!   
 

On the Front Door, Write: Underneath the Door, Write: 
 

I am a brave person.   An example of a time I was brave 
is_________. 
 

I am capable of being happy.   A time I was happy was. __________. 
 

I am a good friend. A time I was there for a friend was 
_____________. 
 

I am capable of making decisions for 
myself.   

A time I made a good decision was 
______. 
 

I am loved and cared about. People who care about me are 
____________. 
 

I am talented. Two things I am really good at are 
___________. 
 

 

 
 
 
Math: 

• Use math measurement skills to create a puppet theatre and puppet corner in the classroom. 
 

• Use puppets to act out original math problems. 
 

• As a class, create a survey about experiences with bullying. Take the survey anonymously and 
then tally the results.  Determine the percentages based on the results of the survey and create a 
bar graph to display the results. Discuss solutions to the problem.  

 
§ Create a Bar Graph named “Where Does Bullying Happen?” 

ü Label the bottom (X-Axis) with the different locations from the chart below.  
ü Label up the side (Y-Axis) with the percentages (0%, 10%, 20%, 30%, 40%, 50%). 
ü Create bars on the graph to express the percentage of students bullied at each 
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location from the chart below. 
 

Location of Bullying Percentage of Students Who Reported 
Being Bullied in this Location 

Inside the Classroom                           32.8% 
In the Hallway or Stairwell                           45.6% 
In the Bathroom or Locker Room                           11.0% 
Cafeteria                             8.6% 
Somewhere Else in School                             1.9% 
Outside on the School Grounds                           22.1% 
On the School Bus                              7.4% 
Source: Indicators of School Crime and Safety: 2013, p.49. National Center for Education Statistics and 
Bureau of Justice Statistics, 

 

ü What conclusions can you reach from the data in your graph?   
ü What recommendations can you come up with to reduce the bullying in the high 

percentage areas? 
ü Discuss in small groups and report to the class. 

 
 
 
Social Studies:  
 

• Create a Garden of Kindness – Make Paper Flowers with Different Color Petals. On each petal 
write something kind that you did for someone. Put the flowers into a garden on the bulletin 
board. 

 
• Create a T-Chart Poster entitled “Bullying vs. Kidding / Teasing.”  In small groups, brainstorm 

examples of each and capture your ideas on the T-Chart. Discuss and present the chart to your 
class. 

 
• In small groups, brainstorm the consequences of not telling someone about bullying when you 

see it happening. Write your ideas on a graphic organizer. Then create a chant to encourage 
students to report bullying when they see it happening. 
 

• Puppets can be used to tell stories that preserve history and culture. Create history in your 
classroom and a culture of friendship by using puppets to tell a story about one of these 
social skills: 

ü How to Be A Friend 
ü Find Something in Common 
ü Respect Other Students 
ü Invite & Include Kids to Participate 
ü Empathy - Show You Care 
ü Know When to Support Each Other 
ü Do the Right Thing 
ü Say You’re Sorry 
ü Accepting Differences 
ü Resolving Conflicts 

 
• Use Role Play Masks, made from paper plates and craft sticks taped to the back, to enact ways 

to deal with bullying.   
 

 
• Review the definition of bullying and study the chart below.  Discuss how everything is not 

bullying. Create and role play “conflict scenarios” and “bullying scenarios.”  As the skits are 
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presented, ask this question: “Is this bullying or normal conflict?” Discuss. 
 
 

Key Differences between Bullying and Conflict 
Normal Conflict Bullying Behavior 
Occasional Is a repeated happening 
Not pre-planned, in the heat of the moment Premeditated, on purpose, intentional, 

planned 
Genuine upset to both parties Person being bullied is more upset 
Trying to work things out Trying to be the one in control 
Not trying to take something from someone Wants to take power or possessions from 

someone 
Both parties admit some responsibility Blame is laid on the person who is bullied 
Effort to solve the problem by both parties No effort to solve the problem by the 

person doing the bullying 
Source: http://www.peelregion.ca/health/bullying/pdfs/January-K-LPRF.pdf   
              Based on the work of Dan Olweus, 1993. 

  
§ Work with a partner to create several everyday conflict situations that your can relate to.   

ü On post-it notes, write “I-Messages” in response to these situations:   
             “I feel ______ when you _________ because _________ and I want _______.”  

ü Post your “I-Messages” on the bulletin board.  
ü Share your messages with the class and discuss. 

 
• Make a colorful anti-bullying poster for your classroom. Hang your poster in the room and then do 

a “Gallery Walk.”  
 

• Make a sculpture, painting or other piece of art work that symbolizes friendship and kindness. 
Display your art around the school as a way to remind students how to treat each other. 

 
• Who are some of the Peacemakers in the world, past and present? Make a Prezi or a 

PowerPoint, with music and text, that highlights these Peacemakers and their accomplishments. 
Share your presentation with the class. 

 
• Make your personal Peacemaker Poster entitled “How to Be a Peacemaker.” Brainstorm the 

following ideas and include your thoughts on your poster: 
ü I am a Peacemaker when I ……. 
ü I am a Peacebreaker when I ……. 
ü I promise to Always Be a Peacemaker! 

 
Science:  

• Make a poster about one of these everyday uses for Black Light: 
ü The government uses black light to detect counterfeit money. Each denomination of 

new money printed by the government contains a special fluorescent strip that glows 
under ultraviolet light. 

ü Health Inspectors use black light to see how clean public restrooms and restaurant 
kitchens really are. 

ü Police investigators dust a crime scene with special fluorescent powder that looks for 
fingerprints that stand out under black light. 

ü Antique collectors use black light to determine if an object or piece of furniture is 
really old by using black light to see if the object glows, which would mean that it is 
not really an antique. 

ü NASA uses black light to inspect its space ships and telescopes for cracks and leaks. 
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• Research neon and fluorescence and create a PowerPoint to display what you learned.  Include 

some of the following topics: 
ü How do neon signs work? 
ü How do fluorescent lamps work? 
ü How do fireflies make light? Why do they do it? 
ü Why can fluorescent lights be stressful?  
ü What minerals are fluorescent? Why? 
ü Are there fish and other animals that are fluorescent? How do they use this trait? 
ü What is foxfire?  
ü What is the difference between fluorescence and luminescence?  

 
• Create short puppet stories about one of the following science topics.  Present your puppet skit to 

the class. 
ü Life cycle of insects: metamorphosis, larva, pupa 
ü Life cycle of plants: seedling, germination, pollination 
ü Animals: prey, predator, cooperation within the ecosystem 
ü Water cycle: solid, liquid, gas; evaporation, precipitation, condensation 
ü Energy cycle: sun, energy, photosynthesis, drought 
ü Food chain: producer, consumer, decomposer, scavenger 
ü Planets, solar system, orbit of earth and moon 
ü Dinosaurs, fossils, extinction 
ü Adaptation, ecosystem, habitat, migration, inherited traits, inherited behavior; 

camouflage, instinct 
ü Five senses of the human body 

 
 
 

Resources: 
 
Related Websites:   

• http://www.sagecraft.com/puppetry/ 
• http://www.legendsandlore.com/teacher-resource.html 
• http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Neon 
• http://yourshot.nationalgeographic.com/tags/blacklight/ 
• http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fluorescence 
• http://www.educationworld.com/a_special/bully.shtml 
• http://www.pacer.org/bullying/nbpm/ 
• http://www.educationworld.com/a_issues/issues102.shtml 
• http://www.prejudicenoway.com/ 
• http://www.lauracandler.com/strategies/socialskills.php 
• http://www.pacerkidsagainstbullying.org/kab/what-is-bullying/ 
• http://www.pacerkidsagainstbullying.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/bullying1011.pdf 
• http://www.stopbullying.gov/ 
• http://www.wciconferences.com/BullyingSummit-

Inperson/presentations/Research/Tom%20Snyder%20PowerPoint.pdf 
• http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/calendar-activities/ready-national-bullying-

prevention-20709.html#classroom-activity 
• http://www.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/arct14.pre.artconf/conflict-resolution/ 
• http://bullyproofclassroom.com/great-anti-bullying-activities 
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• http://peacefulschoolsinternational.org/wp-content/uploads/50_ideas_for_anti_bullying_week.pdf 
 
Related SmartBoard Sites and Interactive Sites 
 

• http://exchange.smarttech.com/search.html?q=neon&subject=Science&grade=All+grades&region
=en_US 

• http://exchange.smarttech.com/search.html?q=anti-bully&region=en_US 
• http://pbskids.org/itsmylife/games/story_strips_flash.html 
• http://www.takeastandtogether.gov.au/under8/index.html 
• McGruff.org  
• http://www.stopbullying.gov/kids/ 

 
 
ABOUT THE ARTIST: 
Jean Kuecher, puppeteer and producer of Marionette Playhouse, has delighted audiences with 
marionette, hand puppet, and black light puppetry performances. She has a B.S. degree in Elementary 
Education and an M.S. in Education. As a school counselor, Jean wrote and directed weekly marionette 
shows on self-awareness themes, and as a teacher she used puppetry to enrich her classroom 
curriculum. Her abilities as marionette and puppet builder, scriptwriter, costume and scene designer, and 
master performer combine in a presentation to entertain, educate and stir the imagination. She is a 
member of the Puppeteers of America, a member of the Greater Houston puppetry Guild, and a veteran 
artist with Young Audiences of Houston. 
 


